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"BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO THURLEIGH" 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

 

THURLEIGH NEIGHBOURHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 
 
 
 

YOUR VIEWS ARE IMPORTANT: 
PLEASE HAVE YOUR SAY 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COMPLETE THIS SURVEY WHICH 
WILL HELP DETERMINE DEVELOPMENT IN THE VILLAGE TO 2032 

 
EACH MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD IS INVITED TO COMPLETE A PAPER 
VERSION OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE OR THERE IS AN ONLINE VERSION AT  

www.thurleighndp.com 

 
 

http://www.thurleighndp/
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THURLEIGH NEIGHBOURHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 

"BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO THURLEIGH" 

INTRODUCTION  

What is a Neighbourhood Development Plan? 

 A Neighbourhood Plan sets out how OUR COMMUNITY would like its land to be developed and used. 

 It covers issues such as where new homes and offices could be built and what they should look like. It 
also helps us to get the right type of development for our community. 

 Plans must also meet the needs of the wider, local area. Saying “no more development” is not an 
option, but having our say means that our views will be taken into account as part of the Borough 
Council’s assessment of housing and other development needs in the local area. 

 Once Thurleigh has a Neighbourhood Plan established, any housing or business development will bring 
in funding which will be used to improve the areas/issues that the residents agree are needed in the 
village. 

 Our communities’ Neighbourhood Plan is being developed during 2015 and 2016. 

 It will be subject to a referendum organised by Bedford Borough Council (likely to be held in 2016). 

 The referendum will ask our community to vote on a simple question - "Do we want Bedford Borough 
Council to use our Neighbourhood Plan for Thurleigh to help it decide planning applications in the 
neighbourhood area?” and must gain a “yes” from 50% of those who vote.   

Following the successful Launch of the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan on 1 December 2014, this 
questionnaire has been designed to gather more information. The Steering Group is grateful to all those who 
attended the Launch and have used some of the issues raised to inform this questionnaire. It should only take about 
15 minutes to complete but, at this stage, it is very important for us to know what you think is good or bad about 
Thurleigh and what you feel our needs are as a community.  

This is part of an extensive consultation programme where the Steering Group will ask you to help shape the plan. 
The Steering Group would find it invaluable if you stay in touch and stay involved commenting, wherever possible, as 
the plan emerges. Your personal details and personal responses will be treated as confidential. At the same time, 
where appropriate, your unattributed comments may be used to help promote or justify the plan. Your opinions are 
valuable to help shape the emerging plan.  

Each member of your household is invited to complete a questionnaire. The results will be used to help 
determine housing and business needs in the village, the green spaces and important structures that 
need protecting and the facilities residents want.    

THE STEERING GROUP NEEDS YOUR HELP AND INPUT SO IS REALLY KEEN THAT AS MANY 
RESIDENTS AS POSSIBLE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. 

Members of the team will be visiting all Thurleigh residents during June. If you require further paper copies so 
that all members of the household can have their say please contact Lisa Ryder on 
thurleighndp@gmail.com or if you wish to complete this online please go to www.thurleighndp.com  

mailto:thurleighndp@gmail.com
http://www.thurleighndp.com/
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1 Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

OBJECTIVE 1 - HOUSING 
 

DELIVERING HOUSING WHICH BOTH SUSTAINS THE CURRENT 
AND MEETS THE FUTURE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

There is a commitment, nationally, to deliver housing growth that is tailored to the needs and context of 
the rural area and to ensure sensitive development which protects and enriches the landscape and built 
setting. It is envisaged that any new development would be small scale, in keeping with the character of 
the village, and will be sensitively located. Regard would also be given to the infrastructure needs of the 
village. An increase in population could help support and sustain local services and facilities but growth 
must be realistic.  
 
A housing need survey has been undertaken and has identified a need for 7 ‘units’ (a unit is an individual 
property) of affordable housing within Thurleigh from households resident in (or with strong links to) the 
parish, that is unlikely to be met by normal market provision. Affordable rented and shared ownership 
housing for local people in Thurleigh could be provided by including a rural exception site policy within the 
Neighbourhood Plan, which would provide affordable housing for which households with a local 
connection would take priority.  
 
The survey also identified the need for up to 4 units of 2-3 bed bungalows or retirement properties (e.g. 
houses built to Lifetime Homes criteria) if Thurleigh is to meet the identified current and future needs of 
existing owner occupier residents wishing to stay in the village. If suitable smaller properties were more 
widely available, this may address under-occupation and could potentially free up larger houses for 
growing families to purchase as they work their way up the housing ladder. 
 
In terms of market housing policies for the Neighbourhood Plan (e.g. proposed numbers, size and type), 
this would need to be based on a broad evidence base. This would include the local housing need 
identified through the housing needs survey, although the wider housing market would also need to be 
taken into consideration, as there would be no restrictions placed on the sale of this housing.  

For reference : 1 hectare = 10000 square metres  

 
1 Affordable housing in rural areas is often managed through Rural Exception Site developments – this is where 

the planning authority accepts that there is a need for affordable housing in the parish, and is prepared to 
grant an “exception” to planning policy, providing that the development is for affordable housing that will be 
available to local people in perpetuity.  A Neighbourhood Plan can contain a Rural Exception Site policy. 
 
Do you think the Neighbourhood Plan should make provision for locally established housing needs as part of 
new development in the village (by way of a Rural Exception Site development)? 
 

(Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Allocate Rural Exception Site       
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2 New development can bring many benefits to the village. It may help house both our current and future 

generations without a need for them to leave the Parish. If there is a mix of housing this may help our young, 
elderly and families find the accommodation that is right for them. It may help increase the residents in the 
Parish that will help to introduce new infrastructure and facilities.  
 
In your opinion, how many new homes should be built in the village in the period to 2032?  This would be over 
and above the number of new homes already established to meet local need via the Housing Survey (i.e. 11 
units): 
 

0-5 units 5-10 units 11-15 units 16-20 units 20-25 units 25-30 units Over 30 units* 

       

 

 * provided it can be demonstrated that their development offers tangible community benefits 

 
3 What style of housing would you like to see in any new housing developments? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Detached  - 3 or more bedrooms      

Semi detached/terraced - 2/3 beds      

Bungalows      

Flats/Apartments      

Retirement housing      

Affordable homes for sale or rent      

Sheltered accommodation for elderly      

Eco-friendly housing      

Three-storey houses      

Larger gardens      

Smaller gardens      

No new housing       

Other (please specify) 
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4 The map below identifies the sites that have been put forward by landowners and developers to Bedford 
Borough Council for possible development as part of a "call for sites" procedure.  There is no indication that 
any of these will be allocated for development and each of the sites will be subject to a thorough assessment 
by Bedford Borough Council to determine its suitability for development. Details of the sites are available at 
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=oLxz5lOqInGBz1s%2betVe4Q%3d%3d&name=Thurleigh 

 

                

http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=oLxz5lOqInGBz1s%2betVe4Q%3d%3d&name=Thurleigh
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5 If new homes are built, in your opinion, which is the best location? Please bear in mind that these sites will 

not necessarily be allocated for development. (Please note that sites 275 and 164 are available for possible 
commercial sites NOT housing development) 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Site 274: The Beeches, High Street, 
Thurleigh (0.68 hectares) 

     

Site 276: Hayle Field, High Street, 
Thurleigh (3 hectares) 

     

It would be helpful if you could explain your reasons: 

      

 

 

 
6 Are there any other locations which you think are suitable for new houses? (Free write/text) 
 

      
 

7 Are there any locations where houses should not be built? (Free write/text) 
 

      
 

8 The "Officers Mess" site has been identified as a specific sensitive area that needs to be carefully considered 
and the owners, St. Modwen Plc, have continued to co-operate with the Parish Council in finding an 
acceptable future use for the site. Do you think that this site offers potential for housing development? 

YES / NO 

9 What level of housing density is appropriate for future development in Thurleigh? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Yes No Neutral 

High (over 50 per hectare)    

Medium (30 to 40 per hectare)    

Low (less than 20 per hectare)    

Similar to neighbouring area    

 
10 What size development(s) do you think are suitable for future housing in Thurleigh? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Yes No Don't Know 

One large development (e.g. more than 20 houses)    

A few medium size developments (e.g. 5 - 15 houses)    

Several small development (e.g. less than 5 houses)    

Individual plots, including gardens of existing houses    

Other (please specify) 
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11 In considering sites to accommodate more housing in the village, other than development on individual plots, 
which of the following do you feel are appropriate? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

appropriate 
Fairly 

appropriate 
Neutral Appropriate 

Highly 
appropriate 

Next to existing housing      

On ‘brownfield’ sites (land which has 
been previously built on)       

On ‘greenfield’ sites (land that has 
never been built on before)      

On ‘greenfield’ sites only if there are 
no ‘brownfield’ sites available      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New development will inevitably require a review of the existing boundary (Settlement Policy Area -SPA), which is 
identified on the map above in red - Click here to view. What is your view on the following approaches? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Yes No Don't Know 

Existing boundary should be maintained    

Existing boundary should be significantly extended    

Existing boundary should be extended to enable fringe 
development (adjacent to existing village boundaries) 

   

Existing boundary should be extended to enable small 
developments in the surrounding open countryside 

   

It would be helpful if you could explain your reasons? 

      

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bedford.gov.uk%2Fenvironment_and_planning%2Fplanning_town_and_country%2Fplanning_policy__its_purpose%2Fidoc.ashx%3Fdocid%3D037edb95-73b0-4675-a9a1-fd6edad5e1a2%26version%3D-1&ei=MjBzVYnQFs2R7AakrYCYBg&usg=AFQjCNGmtfmWfJLZO0v7BoztcIDJMGfjpQ&sig2=NTY5lBVAjqBa0fnU6Hya-w
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12 How important do you feel new housing development is in Thurleigh for each of the following? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Important 
Limited 

Importance 
Neutral Important 

Very 
Important 

To enable local young people to 
remain living in the Parish      

To support local businesses and 
community groups and facilities      

To help provide funding for 
infrastructure such as roads and other 
services and facilities  

     

To meet housing need      

To increase vibrancy of the village      

To enhance village culture and social 
mix      

To enable older people to move into 
more suitable accommodation for 
their needs 

     

Other (please specify) 

      

 
13 In respect of any future housing development in Thurleigh, how concerned would you be about each of the 

following issues? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Concerned 
Limited 
Concern 

Neutral Concerned 
Very 

Concerned 

Impact on the environment (flooding, 
drainage, sewerage etc.)      

Impact on views of the entrances and 
exits to and from Thurleigh      

Increased parking needs      

Access problems due to increased 
traffic and congestion      

Adequate infrastructure (community 
and services e.g. school, roads, water)      

Pressure on school places      

Other (please specify)   
      

 
14 When considering any new housing developments in Thurleigh in the period to 2032, how important to you 

are the following? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Important 
Limited 

Importance 
Neutral Important 

Very 
Important 

Houses are energy efficient and have 
low environmental impact       

Houses are low cost to buy or rent      

Houses have gardens      

Houses have off street parking      

Housing development should respect 
the existing character of the village      
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15 Is there anything else regarding design that you feel is important when it comes to new housing development 
in Thurleigh? (Free write/text) 

 
      
 

16 Do you think that a Village Design Statement should be developed? This is where a design standard/style for 
new housing development in Thurleigh is agreed. 

 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Develop Village Design Statement       

 
17 Do you think that all new build, rebuild and substantial extensions should carry a planning constraint that 

requires a minimum of 1 car parking space on the property for each 500 sq ft of usable floor area (including 
any garage) of the completed residence - a small 3 bedroom house has about 1000 sq ft of usable floor area? 

 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Set car parking space standards       

 
18 Do you think that all new build, rebuild and substantial extensions should carry a planning constraint that 

requires that, on completion of the residence, at least 50% of the plot is amenity space (parking, garden, 
courtyard, patio, play area)?  The national standards are 1/3 house 2/3 amenities. 

 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Set amenity space standards      

 
19 Do you think that the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should have a robust approach to limiting 

the height, mass and external finish of new build, rebuild and major extensions so as to be in harmony with 
other properties in the adjacent area? 

 

 (Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Set height standards        

Set massing standards        

Set external finish standards        

 
20 Do you think that the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should have a policy to prohibit 

development in areas where roads/road junctions leading to the proposed development are too narrow or 
potentially dangerous? 

 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Set highway access standards       

 
21 Do you think that the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should have a policy to ensure that 

planning consent should be dependent on the protection of trees and hedges? 
 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Protect trees and hedges       
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2Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

OBJECTIVE 2 - INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS 
 

MANAGING BOTH EXISTING AND FUTURE INFRASTRUCTURE 
REQUIREMENTS AND ENCOURAGING SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE MOVEMENT 
 

There is a commitment to seek improvements to transport and utility infrastructure and to digital 
connectivity to meet the existing and future requirements of local residents. The plan should, therefore, 
investigate opportunities to enable both new and, where possible, existing homes to be better served by 
physical infrastructure, including as appropriate improved traffic management, car parking, pedestrian and 
cycle routes to create a pleasant and safe environment. Similarly any employment growth should be 
supported by adequate infrastructure and services.  
 
Most households today have access to the use of more than one car and the current parking facilities in 
the village are overloaded. Through a combination of the plan, and a complementary community strategy, 
the Parish Council will seek to ensure that any additional private cars in the village are accommodated 
through sufficient parking and safe access. A particular concern that has already been identified is the lack 
of parking provision in The Close and the need for additional off-road parking in this area. In addition, the 
plan should promote alternative forms of transport such as public transport, cycling and walking. 

 
1 What do you consider to be the main transport issues within the local area? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Concerned 
Limited 
Concern 

Neutral Concerned 
Very 

Concerned 

Pedestrian safety      

Local road congestion      

Provision of safe cycle routes      

Frequency of local bus service      

Safe walks to school      

Speed of vehicles      

Parking in the village      

Road maintenance standards      

Footpath provision      

Footpath standards      

HGV traffic      

Through traffic      

It would be helpful if you could elaborate on the location(s) in the village that is of concern? 
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2 What is your main mode of transport? Do you travel mainly: 
 

By car By bus On foot By motor bike By bicycle Other 

      

Other (please specify)   
      

 

3 How do you get about in the village specifically? Do you travel mainly: 
 

By car By bus On foot By motor bike By bicycle Other 

      

Other (please specify)   
      

 

4 How many cars are there in your household? 

      

5 How many miles do you normally travel to work each day (excluding school/college journeys)?   
      

 
6 If you work from home, how many miles do you travel for your work, each day? 

      

7 What improvements are most needed to respond to the current transport issues or to meet the demands of 
further development in Thurleigh? Please tick all that apply 

 

 (Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Improved bus services      

More designated footpaths      

More designated cycle lanes      

More pedestrian crossings      

Traffic calming (such as speed humps)      

Average speed cameras      

Reduction in on-street parking      

Reduced speed limits      

Improved disabled access      

Improved highway/footpath 
maintenance standards      

It would be helpful if you could elaborate on the location(s) in the village that would benefit most from the 
improvements specified? 
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8 Do you think that think that the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should plan to upgrade and 

extend footpaths across the Parish and, where possible, open them as cycle paths to improve access? 
 

 (Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Upgrade and extend footpaths       

Where possible, to use footpaths as 
cycle paths but not for speed cycling  

     

 
9 Experience in other areas indicates that introducing white lines along the sides of roads in appropriate places 

to mark the recommended places for pedestrians and cyclists (see picture for example) is very effective in 
reducing the speed of traffic and providing safer separation between vehicles and pedestrians/cyclists. 
 

           
 

Do you think that the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should plan to introduce white lines along 
the sides of roads in appropriate places to mark the recommended places for pedestrians and cyclists? 

 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Introduce white lines along the side of 
roads to mark recommended places 
for pedestrians and cyclists  

     

 

10 DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY. With an increasing reliance on digital technology for both computer and television 
technology, the current service provided through BT is considered to be totally inadequate to meet the needs 
of local businesses and residents. Whilst the government is promising to roll out programmes for rural 
communities, this will probably be a long time in coming to Thurleigh, despite the voucher scheme being 
available for small businesses and charities.  The funding required bringing fibre-optic cables from the 
exchange to the village, and the subsequent connectivity to premises, is unlikely to be met through this route 
or soon. 
 
The Parish Council are continuing to look at different options and there are a number of local options that can 
be purchased by individuals. 
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11 Do you have any comments in relation to Digital Connectivity? 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 Do you have any other comments in relation to village infrastructure? 
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3Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

OBJECTIVE 3 - GREEN SPACE 
 

PROTECTING AND ENHANCING OUR EXISTING AND FUTURE OPEN SPACES 

 
There is a commitment to recognise the value of green space, the landscape and support nature 
conservation. A strong aspect of the character of Thurleigh is its rural feel, its openness and the access 
residents enjoy to open space and the countryside, including the "Village Garden" situated in the High Street. 
Protecting and enhancing the existing open spaces that have a clear community value and promoting new 
communal open space, such as allotments or recreation areas, will be a key objective of the plan. 

 
1 When considering the local environment, how important to you are the following? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Important 
Limited 

Importance 
Neutral Important 

Very 
Important 

Protecting existing open space      

Maintaining ground water quality      

Reducing the risk of flooding      

Reducing carbon footprint      

Maintaining air quality      

Encouraging good housing design      

Improving road safety      

Ensuring safe pedestrian routes      

 
2 Thinking about your surrounding environment, what additional or improved facilities would you like to see in 

the Parish in the period to 2032? Please tick all that apply 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Yes No Neutral 

Provision of Allotments     

Landscaping of public areas (e.g. bulbs, hedges)    

Provision of additional formal/informal green spaces    

More public seating (e.g. benches)    

Picnic areas    

Play areas for children    

Other (please specify) 
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3 Do you think the following services need improving to meet the future needs of the village? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Yes No Don't Know 

Surface water drainage    

Sewage system    

Gas    

Recycling provision    

Other (please specify) 

      

 

 

 

 
4 Are you concerned about any of the following in and around the village? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Concerned 
Limited 
Concern 

Neutral Concerned 
Very 

Concerned 

Light pollution      

Noise pollution      

Air pollution      

Flooding      

Fly tipping      

Dog fouling      

Litter      

Crime      

Grass cutting frequency      

Anti-social behaviour      

Vandalism      

Burglary      

Car crime      

Other (please specify) 
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5 Do you think the following green spaces in Thurleigh should be protected? If there are any more green spaces 
you would like to see protected and which are not listed here, please tell us where these are and why you 
would especially like them to be protected? 
 

Location of Green Space 
(Please tick relevant box for each line) 

Yes No Neutral 

School Playing Field (marked "A" on map at page 7 above)    

Public footpath and green space (marked "B" on map at page 7)    

Bury Hill wooded area (marked "C" on map at page 7 above)    

Informal green space and private garden (marked "D" on map)    

Village Garden (marked "E" on map at page 7 above)    

Playing Field (marked "F" on map at page 7 above)    

Memorial Garden    

Please specify any other green spaces that should be protected and why: 
      

 

 

 

 
6 Do you think that the Neighbourhood Development Plan should include a robust policy regarding the 

provision of wind turbines and solar farms? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Encourage Allow Restrict Minimise Prohibit 

Industrial wind turbines      

Small wind turbines      

Industrial solar farms      

Small solar farms      

 
7 Do you have any other comments in relation to green spaces in the village? 
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4Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

OBJECTIVE 4 - RECREATIONAL, SPORTING AND 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
 

ENSURING THAT THE VILLAGE BENEFITS FROM SUFFICIENT FACILITIES & 
SERVICES  
 

There is a commitment to ensure the continued provision of a comprehensive range of local services and 
community facilities that meets local needs. 
 

If new homes are to be delivered in Thurleigh it is vital that they are supported by adequate local facilities 
and services to ensure a high quality of life for both current and future residents. The plan should investigate 
opportunities to enable both new and, where possible, existing homes to be better served by 
telecommunications infrastructure.  
 

The Playing Field opened in 1962 and includes a Sports & Social Club. The original pre-war wooden Village 
Hall was renovated in the 1970's and then replaced by a new and larger building. Only one Public House, The 
Jackal, remains of the original four and unfortunately the Post Office/Shop closed on the retirement of its 
owners, although there is now a Mobile Post Office that operates for a few hours on 3 days each week. 

 
1 Which community facilities do you use within the Parish and how often? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Daily Weekly Monthly Occasionally Never 

Broadband      

Bus service      

Community bus      

Mobile post office      

The Jackal Public House      

Sports & Social Club      

Playing field      

Village Hall      

Church      

Mobile Library      

Play area      

Thurleigh Farm/Scald End Tea Room      

Thurleigh Farm Centre      

Other (please specify) 
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2 How important do you think the following facilities are to the village? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Important 
Limited 

Importance 
Neutral Important 

Very 
Important 

High speed broadband      

Bus service      

Community bus      

Mobile post office      

The Jackal Public House      

Sports & Social Club      

Playing field      

Village Hall      

Church      

Mobile Library      

Play area      

Thurleigh Farm/Coffee Shop      

Thurleigh Farm Centre      

Other (please specify) 

      

 

 

 

 

 
3 Bearing in mind the potential small scale development that could occur in the village to meet housing needs, 

what additional or improved community facilities would you like to see in the Parish in the period to 2032?  
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Yes No Neutral 

High speed broadband    

Communal broadband facility    

Mobile telephone network    

Local shop/community shop    

More recreational/sporting facilities    

Outdoor exercise/gym equipment    

Local bus service    

Medical    

Dental care    

New community groups/organisations  - please specify    

Religious provision    

Other (please specify) 
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4 Which three community facilities or services do you think need most improvement or are most urgently 

required and why? 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 

5 In your opinion, how strong is the sense of community in the village? 
 

(Please tick relevant box) Excellent Good Average Poor Very Poor 

The "sense of community" is....      

 
6 What do you enjoy about living in Thurleigh? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Important 
Limited 

Importance 
Neutral Important 

Very 
Important 

Village identity      

Feeling part of the community      

Community spirit      

Quiet village      

Easy access to the countryside      

Local services      

Rural atmosphere      

Peaceful and safe neighbourhood      

Having a say in decisions that affect 
the Parish 

     

Other (please specify) 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Do you have any other comments in relation to the provision of recreational, sporting or community facilities 

in the village? 
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5Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

OBJECTIVE 5 - BUSINESS & EMPLOYMENT 
 

IDENTIFYING DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES TO PROVIDE FURTHER 
EMPLOYMENT WITHIN THE VILLAGE WHILST SAFEGUARDING EXISTING 
EMPLOYMENT PROVISION FOR THE COMMUNITY 
 

Thurleigh continues to be a thriving business community with major employers and a number of 
agricultural holdings. There is, however, a continuing commitment to encourage and enable growth in local 
employment opportunities. It is envisaged that any development will be constrained to a few key areas 
and will be of a scale to ensure that there is no adverse impact on the existing infrastructure and services. 
Moreover, any new development will be small in scale, in keeping with the character of the village, and will 
be sensitively located. Desirable open spaces will be protected.  

 
1 Thurleigh Airfield Business Park is identified in the Bedford Borough Council "Strategic Sites for Business" 

Prospectus and has good employment prospects. The business park, part of the wider 1,250 acre airfield, is 
already home to a variety of industries including automotive, defence and communications businesses. 
 
In addition to the Business Park, do you consider that the local area needs more employment land allocations? 
 

(Please tick relevant box) Yes No Neutral 

Local area needs more employment land allocations?    

Any comments: 

      

 

 
2 What do you think of the job opportunities in the village? 
 

 (Please tick relevant box) Very Poor Poor Average Good Excellent 

Village job opportunities are      

 
3 Do you run a business from home or work from home? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Yes No 

Operate business from home   

Work from home   

 
4 Is there any support the village could provide to you and your business? 
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5 If you run a business, how many staff do you employ in the business? 
 

      
 
6 If you employ people on more than 1 site, would you consider merging them on a site in Thurleigh if a suitable 

site was available? 
 

(Please tick relevant box) Yes No Neutral Not 
Applicable 

Potential to relocate an existing business in Thurleigh     

 
7 Would you like to start your own business in Thurleigh over the next few years? 

 

(Please tick relevant box) Yes No Neutral 

Potential to relocate an existing business in Thurleigh    

 
8 If you need new premises within Thurleigh to either operate or expand your existing business, or start a new 

business, what sort of premises are you looking for?   
 

(Please tick relevant boxes) Rent Buy Shared Sole Use 

Office     

Workshop     

Storage units     

Studio     

Shop/retail space     

Other (please specify) 

      

 

 

 

 
9 If you are looking for new business premises in Thurleigh, please estimate the size of premises you would 

require?  (in square metres) 
 

      
 

10 In making provision for new employment land in Thurleigh, which issues concern you: 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Concerned 
Limited 
Concern 

Neutral Concerned 
Very 

Concerned 

Adequate parking      

Noise      

Hours of operation of businesses      

Scale of development      

Type of business      

Other (please specify) 
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11 In terms of providing further employment opportunities in the village, what sort of business or activity do you 
think should be encouraged in Thurleigh in the period to 2032?  

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Tourism and leisure      

Office based business (such as 
consultancies etc)  

     

Retail (shops etc)      

Small scale industrial (manufacturing, 
skilled artisan etc) 

     

Agricultural/food production      

Service trades (e.g. plumbers and 
electricians) 

     

Pubs, cafes and restaurants      

No new employment provision       

Other (please specify) 

      

 

 

 

 
12 Do you think land should be reserved for businesses suited to Thurleigh's rural environment in order to 

encourage local employment opportunities? 
 

(Please tick relevant box) Yes No Neutral 

Allocate land for businesses suited to the rural environment    

 
13 Do you think the Neighbourhood Development Plan for Thurleigh should have policies to encourage existing 

and new small to medium sized enterprises and micro-businesses to develop in the Parish? 
 

(Please tick relevant box) Yes No Neutral 

Allocate land for small, medium or micro-businesses    

 
14 The new Planning Policy Framework, published March 2012, contains a particular recommendation for 

live/work. It says that when drawing up their local plans, Councils should 'facilitate flexible working practices, 
such as the integration of residential and commercial uses within the same unit'. Do you think that:  
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Yes No Neutral 

Land should be allocated for live/work accommodation?    

The Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should have a 
wider statement on prosperity which includes specific 
endorsement of live/work uses? 

   

 
 
 

15 Do you think that the Officers Mess site offers potential for employment use? 
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16 Thinking about how you would like employment opportunities to develop in the period to 2032, do you 

consider that there anything that could be provided in Thurleigh to help encourage growth? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Improved transport links with other 
places 

     

More suitable business premises 
available to rent within Thurleigh 

     

More suitable business premises 
available to buy within Thurleigh 

     

Access to communal office facilities 
within Thurleigh (e.g. computers, 
printers, photocopiers, meeting space) 

     

Other (please specify) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 
17 Do you have any other comments in relation to the provision for employment opportunities in the village? 
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6Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

OBJECTIVE 6 - YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

ENSURING THAT THE VILLAGE BENEFITS FROM SUFFICIENT 
FACILITIES AND SERVICES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

It is vital that adequate local facilities and services are available for young people to ensure a high quality of 
life for both current and future residents.  
 
Thurleigh Lower School and Pre-School offers excellent provision for the village's children and there is a 
continued need to ensure the safety, well-being, education and enjoyment of the village's youngest children 
and the support that is provided to the families of Thurleigh. This includes a positive commitment to be a 
provider of educational excellence for young people in the village and the immediate locality and, as 
required, a preparedness to identify land for any redevelopment or relocation that may be required to 
enable this to continue. 

 
1 When considering the provision for young people in the village, do you consider the following to be adequate? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Adequate 
Limited 

Importance 
Neutral Important 

Very 
Adequate 

Schools      

Pre-School      

Sports facilities      

Facilities for teenagers      

Children's play areas      

Other (please specify) 
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2 Thinking about the needs of young people, what additional or improved facilities would you like to see in the 
Parish in the period to 2032? Please tick all that apply 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) Yes No Neutral 

Child care/nursery facilities    

Recreational/sporting facilities for the Youth - please specify    

Facilities for teenagers - please specify    

Outdoor gyms    

Play areas for children    

Youth centre    

Other (please specify) 
      
 

 
3. Do you have any other comments in relation to the provision for young people in the village? 
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7Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

OBJECTIVE 7 - ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORTING 
LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS 
 

ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORTING OUR DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPE WHICH 
CONTRIBUTES TO A SENSE OF PLACE AND COMMUNITY, INCLUDING 
NATURAL FEATURES SUCH AS SMALL WOODLANDS, IN-FIELD TREES, 
HEDGEROWS, PONDS AND STREAMS WHICH DISTINGUISH THE PARISH 

 
Local distinctiveness contributes to a sense of place and community and all development proposals will fully 
embrace this concept. There is a commitment to maintain existing views and vistas across open countryside 
and to retain the "village feel" and the sense of place. Natural features, such as small woodlands, in-field 
trees, hedgerows, ponds and streams are significant landscape components which distinguish the Parish and 
must be protected. 
 
Thurleigh is very fortunate to enjoy a first class and rich landscape - it has the very peaceful "Village Garden" 
in the High Street, the Churchyard, various areas of communal green space, miles of hedges (generally well 
kept and trimmed) and over 30 miles of footpaths and bridleways within the parish, with many more in the 
surrounding countryside. The original Parish Plan described some of the trees in the village as "special". In 
terms of Wildlife and Nature Reserves, Spencer's Wood, opposite Thurleigh Farm Centre, is listed by English 
Nature as a Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat (wet woodland). 

 
1 When considering the distinctive landscape, how important to you are the following? 

 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Not 

Important 
Limited 

Importance 
Neutral Important 

Very 
Important 

Protecting, managing  and enhancing 
nature conservation (biodiversity, 
flora and fauna) 

     

Maintaining existing views/vistas      

Protecting local wildlife and habitats      

Maintaining Rights of Way for the 
benefit of local people and visitors 

     

Preserving hedgerows and trees from 
further loss 

     

Protecting the "Village Garden"      
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2 Thinking about the distinctive landscape, what additional or improved facilities would you like to see in the 
Parish in the period to 2032? Please tick all that apply 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Planting of trees/orchards      

Recreating wildlife meadows      

Improving footways and bridleways      

Provision of new footpaths (e.g. 
Village to Cross End) 

     

Developing a series of “Parish Walks” 
promoting lesser known routes and 
features of local interest 

     

Enhanced signage and environmental 
improvements to improve accessibility 
to the landscape 

     

Other (please specify) 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 Do you think the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should have policies to address the provision of 

maps, direction signage and information boards to ensure that these are informative and helpful whilst not 
becoming intrusive and detracting from the natural beauty of the area? 
 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Make provision for maps, direction 
signage and information boards  

     

 
4 Mature trees add to the appearance and attractiveness of the local area and in Thurleigh there are mature 

trees, some of which are nearing the end of their life. Do you think the Thurleigh Neighbourhood 

Development Plan should have a policy for supporting existing and new Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) 
for individual trees or groups of trees in the Parish? 
 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Establish TPO Policy      

 
5 Do you think that the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should promote a Tree Planting 

Scheme for Thurleigh? 
 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Establish Tree Planting Scheme      
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The following questions will help to direct the policies of the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan 
towards protecting the local landscape:  

6 Where in Thurleigh would you take a visitor to enjoy the landscape? 
 
      
 

7 What positive changes do you think could be made to improve the landscape and environment of Thurleigh? 

      
 
8 What changes have happened to the local landscape which you did not like? 

      
 
9 Looking to the future, what changes that could happen do you think would have the greatest negative effect 

on the landscape of Thurleigh? 

      
 

13 Do you have any other comments in relation to the distinctiveness of the village? 
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8Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

OBJECTIVE 8 - HERITAGE ASSETS 
 

PROTECTING AND ENHANCING OUR LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND THE ANCIENT MONUMENT (BURY HILL CAMP) 
 

All new development in Thurleigh should seek to ensure that it does not negatively impact on our shared 
heritage. One of the key provisions of the plan will be to ensure that both the fabric and the setting of 
listed buildings and heritage assets continue to be protected. 
 
A castle mound, known as Bury Hill, behind St. Peter's Church is scheduled as an Ancient Monument. It is 
thought that it was erected in about 1140 and it is possible that the church of St. Peter is built from stone 
originally used in the construction of the castle. 

 
1 The initial Neighbourhood Plan "launch", on 1 December 2014, identified a real keenness to make better use 

of the Church, perhaps illuminating it as a feature, and to open up access to Bury Hill. Do you support? 
 

(Please tick relevant box for each line) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Feature illumination of the Church       

Providing access to Bury Hill       

Other ideas to exploit heritage assets (please specify) 
      
 

 

 

 

 

 
2 It is clear that there are several buildings and features of historical interest within Thurleigh as well as locally 

important heritage assets which should be protected. Statutory Listed Buildings and Ancient Monuments are 
already given protection from inappropriate development by law.  
 
Do you think that the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should require, in addition, locally 
important built heritage assets to be identified as protected assets in the Neighbourhood Plan? 
  

(Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Identify locally important built 
heritage assets as protected assets in 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
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3 Do you think the Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan should have policies to address the provision of 
informative and helpful maps, direction signage and information boards to highlight heritage assets, ensuring 
that these are not intrusive and do not detracting from the natural beauty of the area? 
 

 (Please tick relevant box) 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 

Make provision for maps, direction 
signage and information boards to 
highlight key heritage assets 

     

 
4 Do you have any other comments in relation to the heritage assets in the village? 
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9Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 
You have nearly finished the questionnaire. The following information would also be really useful if you could spare 
the time: 
 

The best three things about living in Thurleigh are….. 
 

      
 
 
 
 

The worst three things about living in Thurleigh are….. 
 

      
 
 
 
 

My main hope for the future of Thurleigh is….. 
 
      
 
 
 
 

My main fear for the future of Thurleigh is….. 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

Is anything not covered above that you think should be addressed in the Neighbourhood Plan? 
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10Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan 

"Breathing New Life into Thurleigh" 
 

DEMOGRAPHICS                                  

 
We would very much appreciate it if you could complete the following demographic questions. This information 
will demonstrate that we have gained the views of a cross section of the population, but rest assured it will not be 
used as part of the decision making process for the Village Plan. 
 
Name (optional)            
 
What is your full postcode?           
 
What is your gender?            
 
Please indicate the number of people in your household by age group: 

 

Under 18 18-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 71+ 

       

 
How long have you lived in the village? 

 

< 1 year 1-5 years 6-10 years 11-20 years 20-30 years > 30 years 

      

 
What is your connection with the village? 

 

Main Residence Second Home Work Business Landowner Other 

      

 
For more information on the emerging Thurleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan go to www.thurleigh.net 
 

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COMPLETE THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

MEMBERS OF THE TEAM WILL BE VISITING ALL THURLEIGH RESIDENTS FROM JUNE 2015. 

If you require further paper copies so that all members of the household can have their say, please contact 
Lisa Ryder on thurleighndp@gmail.com or an on-line version is available at www.thurleighndp.com  

 

mailto:thurleighndp@gmail.com
http://www.thurleighndp.com/

